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true religion as taught in the New Testament. I deny emphatically that the highest intellects are against religion. I ask who is Professor Owen ? Who is Dr. Carpenter of the London University? Dr. Carpenter believes as ranch as I believe in the historical existence of Jesus of Nazareth, and also that Jesus of Nazareth was the teacher which I put before you last week. Ladies and Gentlemen, answer me this if you can. You Freethinkers (" Oh, oh! " laughter and groans,) are indebted to Christian scholars for the very knowledge that you have of the Bible, and of its past history in Europe during the last eighteen centuries ; andl t is out of the armory of Christianity that you have got th& weapons that you have turned against me. (Applause.)
Mrs. BESANT : It is my duty to sum up the results of this debate so far as they appear to touch the question, to point out the arguments which my opponent has omitted to notice, and, lastly, to put before you a brief sketch of what the world was before Christianity, what the world became under Christianity, and what the world is to-day. I must first remark that my challenge touching Strauss has remained entirely unanswered. Not only has my opponent failed to answer the argument drawn from Strauss, but he has even mistaken the very book used. lie has jumped to the conclusion that I was using Strauss's best known work, the u Leben Jesu," although I twice gave the title of the book really used. In the quotation read, Strauss points out the utter disagreement between the Mosaic account of the creation and the facts known to science. But my opponent says that Strauss is not now read in Germany; well, the book is in its sixth edition, and that is pretty good for an unread man. My reason 1 for using Strauss will have been very obvious to you. My opponent, in a way which was scarcely courteous either to the audience or to myself, sneered at us as ignorant of German, and said that he could have overpowered us with German authorities, but did not, as we should know nothing about them. So I thought I would test his own knowledge of German, andl am inclined to think that the result is hardly satisfactory. (Loud laughter and cheers.) Now for the missionaries and their work. Major-General Stuart, in a book I have here, implores the Government to stop them, on the ground that they are undermining our rule in India and are rendering revolt